
Clip and collect information as you surf the web

A QuickStart Guide for Internet Research
with Google Notebook

 Created and shared by Wesley Fryer under a Creative Commons (Attribution: 3.0) License (US)

www.speedofcreativity.org - Updated 11 August 2008

Why use Google Notebook?
✔Digital workflow: Internet research requires 21st century tools
✔Empower students: Focus more on ideas rather than note taking
✔Accessibility: Web-based word processor, accessible from any 
Internet-connected computer
✔Citation Aid: Automatically cites web links for later bibliography / 
works cited pages
✔Researcher's Dream: Ideal for harvesting images and collecting 
research project sources / quotations
✔Formatting Options: Permits rich text formatting and hyperlinking
✔Flexible Organization: Add section titles and create multiple 
notebooks
✔Drag and Drop: Move notes and section titles by dragging and 
dropping in your browser
✔Collaborative: Offers collaborative options with others: Let them 
privately view or jointly author with you (not publicly editable like a 
wiki can be)
✔Publishable: Can immediately post to the web, also printable
✔Searchable: If you have it in a Google notebook, you can locate it 
with a search query. Use “labels” to tag and organize notes.
✔Free!

http://google.com/notebook

Google notebook is mobile phone accessible too!
www.google.com/notebook/m 
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What do I need?
✔Internet-connected computer
✔Compatible web browser (FireFox recommended, IE6 also 
supports mini-notebook browser extension, Safari partially 
functional)
✔Google Account: Free, must be 14 to legally have an account. Sign 
up on www.google.com/accounts 

My Google Account Info:

✔UserID: _______________________________

✔Password: _(do not write here – protect this!)    
 

Install the browser extension
If you have administrative access rights to install new programs on 
your computer, click the link at the top of the Google Notebook page 
to install the browser extension:

The browser extension will permit you to right click (Mac users 
control-click) highlighted text and graphics to save them into your 
ACTIVE Google notebook, and install the mini-notebook which is 
handy to use when clipping and collecting web content.

http://www.speedofcreativity.org/
http://www.google.com/accounts
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After Google Notebook is successfully installed you should see a 
browser screen that looks like this. Click “Open Notebook” in the 
lower right corner to begin:

Create and name a NEW Google Notebook. Note that you can have 
ONE Google Notebook active at a time. All content you clip and 
save is put into your ACTIVE Google Notebook.

Click OPEN IN FULL PAGE to 
view Google Notebook in a 
larger window.

Content from your ACTIVE 
Google Notebook is shown 
here.

http://www.speedofcreativity.org/
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Save Text and Images to your ACTIVE Notebook:
There are two basic ways to add content to a notebook.

OPTION 1:

http://www.speedofcreativity.org/
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OPTION 2:

Collapse
and

Expand
Options

http://www.speedofcreativity.org/
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Reorder notes as desired.

Organize notes with section headers.

http://www.speedofcreativity.org/
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Section headers can be collapsed and expanded too.

Add LABELS to notes to facilitate searching and filtering. 
Separate with commas!

Search 
notes for 
labels:

http://www.speedofcreativity.org/
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Students can SHARE their notebooks with peers and teachers.

http://www.speedofcreativity.org/
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After clicking SHARING 
OPTIONS, either enter email 
addresses to share READ-ONLY 
or EDITABLE versions, and if 
desired publish the notebook as a 
public webpage.

The public URL of the Google Notebook is shown on the left.

Use a URL shortening
service like tinyurl.com
to share this direct website
with others.

http://www.speedofcreativity.org/
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Use “Sort and Filter” to label 
and organize notes within a 
single Notebook.

Make sure you separate labels 
(which are like “tags” or 
keywords) with commas when 
you are adding them to a note.

Click MANAGE NOTEBOOKS (below your list of notebooks on the 
left side of the window) to export, share, rename and delete 
notebooks.

Use the COMMENT field to 
provide feedback on 
individual notes.

Export 
Notebooks to 
Google 
Documents 
for further 
writing or 
Google 
Reader to 
monitor 
progress.

http://www.speedofcreativity.org/

